EMPIRE    FREE    TRADE
The response to this Crusade on the part of the public
was, according to Lord Beaverbrook's newspapers, astound-
ing. 'In the whole history of British politics/ the Editor
of the Daily Express wrote, * there has never been anything
more heartening than the response of the public to the
appeal of the conveners of the Empire Crusade.' Enthu-
siastic accounts appeared daily of offers of help which had
been received from 'rich and poor, employed and unem-
ployed, men and women of all ranks.* The response from
clergymen was reported to have been 'astonishing/ and a
poignant account was given of an unemployed man who
'provided the most moving incident in a thrilling day' by
laying a pound note down on the desk at Crusade Head-
quarters and saying it was his contribution 'for the sake of
his fellow unemployed.3 'It is almost/ Lord Beaverbrook
said to a meeting in the Paddington Baths, 'as if we were
sent from heaven.'
In a by-election at South Paddington an Empire Crusade
candidate, Vice-Admiral Taylor, was run against the official
Conservative candidate, and after a noisy campaign, trium-
phantly returned. In Whitechapel, the nominee of Lord
Beaverbrook and Lord Rothermere, Brigadier-General
Critchley, a pioneer promoter of dog-racing, was unsuccess-
ful; and in the St. George Division of Westminster, Mr.
Duff Cooper was faced with the incursion of Sir Ernest
Petter.
' A Vote for Duff Cooper is a Vote for Gandhi/ the Daily
Mail informed its readers; and the constituency was decor-
ated with streamers announcing: 'Gandhi is Watching St.
George's/ St. George's, however, obstinately refused to
watch the Daily Mail, and Mr. Duff Cooper was returned.
This preoccupation with India on the part of Sir Ernest
Petter's more active backer, cooled whatever enthusiasm
Lord Beaverbrook had for the contest. With all his
imperial ardour, the Crusader-in-chief has never much
interested himself in India, or given a more than tepid
endorsement to Lord Rothermere's strong views on the
subject Nor did he follow suit when, for a short time, Lord
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